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Introduction and process

The UK Urban Missiorofigress Trust holds a triennial event for local urban mission practitioners

(lay and ordained) calledesus in the City (JIT@xt due in 201@see Further Information on p.22

and Appendix Two or visit www.jitc.org.ul)he JITC Executive agreed with Ealigh2010 that it

should link in to the Study Process via Commission VII as its the@i@ @Belfast 201The JITC
Executive set up a process of listening to evidence on the themes and questions for Commission

VII which began in June 2008. Apart frora 8peakers at these events, the comments were made
anonymouslyd ¢ KA & A& 06S5SOFdzasS aLISEH{SNB 6SNB az2yYSidiAy
and they do not want that reported. Some organisations turned down the opportunity to be part

of the formal Istening process for similar reasons. The learning from these events has informed
a2YS 2F GUKS FdzikKk2NDRa adlrdSySyitaoe ¢KS Sg@gSyia ¢
inTable One below. The majority of the events were-atigned or nordenominaional and most

were hosted by Christian social action/urban mission agencies for people working in local urban
contexts. Thus, although some reference will be made to publications, the material in this Report

is almost entirely drawn from the events whoseganisers had agreed that they would be part of

the listening and evidenegathering process.

Four members of the UK Urban Mission Congdt8§2010Executiveattended the events whose
organisers had agreed to take part in this listening process. Tw®aéime slot for structured
discussion, but in most cases the raporteurs simply listened to what was said at the event and
noted responses under the Commission VIl study Themes and Questions. Additionally, an Urban
Refreshment Day in Wales, planned jtynwith (CYTUN) Churches Together in Wales, Gweini (a
Project of the Evangelical Alliance Wales); and the Catholic Justice and Peace Networks for Cardiff
Archdiocese and Wrexham Diocese, was organised specifically to look at the Themes, through the
lens ofillutrative case studies of mission in the urban context in Wales.

Those reporting were Erica DunmowAdvisor,Urban Mission Development Projethe author

of this paper), Bishop Roger Sainsbury, Presidemitier Youth Trustand ChaidITQ010
Exeative; Andy WierJITQ010Executive member, Community Regeneration Consultant; Katy
Armstrong,Networks Support OfficetJrban MissiorDevelopment ProjectMichael Eastman,
Secretary, Evangelical Coalition for Urban Mission. Their initials appeartabainseetings they
attended.

Table 1

Structured discussion at:

Urban Mission Forum, Youth at risk in the City, London, October 2008 [ME, ED]

Methodist City Centre Network, Spring meeting, Darlington, February 2009 [ED]

| RT & ¢ A 20rhyan ReMaSHmEt ¢ a day of conversation and prayer about mission in th& 21
Century Newport, Wales, June 09, [RS, ED]

Formal listening:
Evangelical Fellowship of the Anglican CommunionLBrebeth Urban Workshop, June 2008 [F
National Estate Churches Network, danference, London, October 2008 [ME, ED]

1 Where there are directly attributable comments or evidence from a particular event, these are endnoted with their full title
for the first reference and by a short-hand title thereafter, unless clearly identified in the text.



National Estate Churches Network, day conference, Manchester, October 2008 [KA]
David Stevens, Leader Corrymeela Community, Churches Community Work Alliance Meetin
Belfast
November 2008 [ED]
Ann Morisy, Community Theologian, Methodist City Centre Network Conference, November 2
[ED]

' NDbFyYy ¢KS2f238 [/ 2ffSOGAGSY { i 5SAyAzfQa |

London Urban Theology Project, Westbourne Park, London, December 2008 [ME, ED]

Scripture Union Scotlah Beauty for Ashes Conference, Dundee, February 2009 [ED]

Catholic Association for Racial Justice Urban Network, February 2009 [ED]

Christian Response to Unemployment Day Conference, Frontier Youth Trust and Trinity Col
Bristol, February 200R[S]

Yorkshire and the Humber Urban Mission Network, Spring Meeting, Sheffield, March 2009 [}

Informal listening:

The author attended several other gatherings that did not agree to be a place of formal
consultation or which had not been approached todwe These are unattributed to protect the
confidentiality of the gatherings.

In order to relate the Commission VII Themes and Questions to UK urban mission practitioners,
EricaDunmow (on behalf of the JI'TEXecutive) undertook some work on interpragithem and

linking them to examples of the practical issues faced in the UK urban mission context. Table 2,
below, is the framework that was used. At each of the events reported on the listeners used a
standard report form to gather responses. One sakday event,! RT & g A 2¢Qgan¢ NB T A
Refreshment, held in Newport, Wales in June 09 was organised specifically on the Commission VII
GKSYSad Ly 2NRSN)I G2 O20SNJ KS (KSYSa Ay 2yS R
also indicated on Tabf& In some respects, grouping the Themes into Streams appears to lose

some of the richness of response, but in reality, many of the issues faced by the urban mission
practitioner are very interelated and therefore aggregating them is more true to life.

Most of the process was one of listening rather than directed discussion. This meant that the most
difficult and contentious topics were largely avoided. Question 4 was deliberately not addressed in
Wales at the Urban Refreshment event. In the Welsh contaretings across the
traditions/denominations are held less frequently than elsewhere in Britain, and the seeking of
common ground was felt to be more important for the process than discussing an issue that could
highlight denominational and ecclesiologlidifferences. Likewise, the full text of Question 7,

which touches upon issues of sexuality that are very divisive in the current UK Christian context,
was only covered ithe Methodist City Centre Network meeting where the discussions were
structured.Urban Refreshmenand the Scripture Union Scotland event covered the third more
general question about ithealth.

This lack of engagement with the most contentious issues demonstrates how hard it is for
churches to tackle their difficulties and remainf@lowship with each other. The Welsh event
usefully addressed problem in their answers to Question 3.



Table 2

Commission VI Christian
Communities in Contemporary
Contexts Themes and Question

WL ¢ / Sti@ams Y
and ideas for practical topics

AdfywA 2 QY

¢ Urban

wS T NBaK
Streams

Poverty, suffering and
marginalised communities

1. How do adjectives of Christian
community such as discipling,
healing, witnessing, contextual

1. Growing Christians itough communities

- development of Bible study materials and disciplin
etc. for urban contexts

- use of stonytelling in faith development

- getting the gospel priority for poor and oppressed

Stream 1. Faith
into action
(Question 1)

0802YS f AOSR NIXI| people back onthe agenda
world? - growing leaders from within more gdaved
communities; indigenous leadership
Globalisation 2. Church in the city centre Stream 2. Who

2. What is involved in being the
church in the cities and meggities
of today?

¢ the complexity of town/city centre ministries

benefits ?
(Questions 2, 5 &
6)

Christianity and sociepolitical
action

3. How can the local church be an
agent of the kingdom of God and a
source of healing and reconciliation

3. Christians as agents for justice and reconciliation
Cthe K dzZNOKSaQ NBaLlRyasS 2
Street Pastors and similar initiatives

- family reconciliation work

- restorative justice

Stream 4. Who
do we work with
? (Question 3)

Identity, gender and power

4. What is the true identity (the
d O2 NB offHe thérch? How
does it manifest itself in different
denominations and cultures?

4. |dentity and urban church

- fresh expressions, church without walls, emerging
church, and other new forms of

/| KNAAGALFY LINB&ASYOS> WOR

Not put

The nterface of migration, diaspora
and ethnicity

5. Ethnicityg the tension between
homogenous and mukgthnic
churches.

6. Church life in Diaspora
communities

5. Ethnicity and urban church

- models of hospitality from urban contexts

- positive examples dflack and whitded churches in
mission together

6. Mission across cultures

- crosscultural and reverse mission

- asylum and refugee congregations

- new BlacKed churches

- the changing role of the AfrGaribbeaded churches

Stream 2. Who
benefits ?
(Questions 2,5 &
6)

HIV/AIDS, church and mission
7.¢c Does Christian mission bear
some responsibility for the spread ¢
the virus? How can mission
contribute to the struggle to stop the
pandemic?

What other forms of ithealth call
for particular attentionfrom

practitioners of Christian mission?

7. Healing in our cities

- projects with sexvorkers

- the Christian response to sélérm and other risky
behaviour

- mission to drugusers and mentally ill people

Stream 3.
Spirituality and
wholeness
(Question

This paper will follow the Commission VII Themes and Questions and then draw an overall

conclusion.



1. Poverty, suffering and marginalised communities:
How do adjectives of Christian community such as discipling, healing, witnessing,
contextual becomd A 3SR NBFIf AGASAE Ay G2RI&Qa ¢2NI RK

Ann Morisy and David Stevefi®oth spoke about the contribution that individual Christians can

make to the wellbeing of their communities by their attitudes to life. Morisy talked about the
importance of counteringangii @ o6& (KS dzaS 2F KdzyY2dz2NJ I yR 221
SeSaQs a 2yS ¢g2dAZR | oloed {(GSOSyas I RRNBaaa
the need to respond to cynicism and a growing sense of disillusionment in the peace process
WAGKAY GKS Y2NB g2NJAy3 OflFaa O02YYdzyAdASa o6A0G
positive attitudes can be seen as fruits of the Spirit. It is vital that discipling enables people to see
beyond the scarenongering voices of the media and elsewhtrgive a grounded sense of the
possibilities of the future. We have to live in the kingdom that is imperfectly here but with trust

that it can move closer towards the perfect hereafter. As the National Estate Churches Network
Manchester conferenceputd S KIF @S G 2Y WSYLIR6SNI LIS2LX S (2 f 2
GKSANI SeSa 0Se 2y RBpeakkrSak tNdir oz atmyfalikddydfIhe @cal church

Fa WIF LXFOS 2F O2ylAydzide FyR 6St02YS Ay 02YY
p2 LJdzt P.{@His2sy Gital thing where in some areas there is a population change of over 20%
change per year. The Evangelical Fellowship of the Anglican Communion made reference to the
parable of the Good Samaritan as a key discipling model saying’thai ¢ At Ay @2f @S
02dzy R NAS& 27T ¥ F Xhiskrassulua misszoBvorksyhRnanyHirécidns.

It is interesting that the specific issue of rising unemployment was absent from the formal
Commission VIl Themes and Questionsvéhs spoke of how the Protestant working class was

the most marginalised group in Belfast because they had a higher rate of unemployment from the
traditional shipbuilding and other heavy industries. The Frontier Youth Trust has a clear view that
whereO2 YYdzy AGASa I NB YIFINBAYylIfAaSR GKSNB Aa WNI L)
ontheyounfQ@® ¢ KS OKdzNDK | f &2 O02YLRdzyR&d YI NBAYIl f A&l
processesYocations seem more easily recognised from white andialdle class people and
congregations, which means that many of our urban church leaders are effectively engaged in
crosscultural missionThe mainstream churches are gradually becoming aware of the need to

grow leaders from within the indigenous worlgitlass population especially where churches serve
K248 O02YYdzyAGAS&aDd ! NBlYy 9ELINBaaAzy: ¢tKS aSa
planting initiatives) and the Pioneer Ministries developments within the Church of England and
Methodist Church a beginning to address this. The older A@aribbean origin denominations of

the black majority churches (BMCs) in the UK are also beginning to take very seriously the issues of
crosscultural mission where they aim to serve the general population (sanmegtiwhite majority)

in the areas where their (gathered) congregations meet for worship.

2 Ann Morisy, Community Theologian, Methodist City Centre Network Conference, Swanwick, (MCCN Swanick)
November 2008

3 David Stevens, Leader Corrymeela Community, Churches Community Alliance Meeting, Belfast November 08

4 National Estate Churches Network (NECN), day conference, Manchester, October 08

5 National Estate Churches Network (NECN), day conference, London, October 08

6 Evangelical Fellowship of the Anglican Communion, Pre-Lambeth Urban Workshop (EFAC-Urban Workshop), June
2008

7 David Stevens, CCWA Belfast

8 Christian Response to Unemployment Day Conferences (CRU-FYT & Trinity College), Frontier Youth Trust and Trinity
College, Bristol, February 2009



Two papers at the Urban Theology Collective addressed the need for the churches to model good
ways of relating to avoid marginalising grotps W2 Ky | A JtHelcluich reédat® G Kl G W
NERAAO2OSNI ¢gKIG Ad 2y0S 1ySé | o62dzi LINRPISOGAY3
importance of churches as a place of support and welcome for children with disabilities and their
families.

Some gatherings talked about therydhuman processes involved in being good disciples. The
Yorkshire and Humber Urban Mission Network made reference to the difficulty of getting older,

white Britons, to talk openly about God, and then to integrate that talk with eveyddy. [Fae
churchesA y (KA&a O2yiGSEG ySSR G2 SyO02dN)3IS YSSiAy3
Y2@0S FNRY &AYLI & WwWSy3al 3Ay3a A KThOMedadIBtCityt Ol A DA
Centre Network evenin Darlingtond LJ2 1S 2F Wgl £ 1 Ay Jand ge&s inPétad&S ( a =
'y R OdzZNNE | y R K Ff Oné of th#\charakteritigs of. utddn RORGregatians is they

are often much smaller in numbers than suburban congregations. Speakers at the Urban Theology
Collective reiterated what many in sushttings know, that it is the faithfulness in worship and

witness of such organisations that enable them to undertake the quietly effective transformative
g2N)] 2F 3A22R ySsas 62Nl Ay3T ¥sAlKE y2i 2daAad T2

The people attending the UrbdRefreshment Welsh event spoke about the key place that prayer

has, and how a growing number of itelnurch and intesdenominational projects are grounded

AY LN} eAy3a (G§23SGKSNY WAG ¢l & Oly26f SRAISR GKI
i 2 3 S bykelundlizs tackling homelessness in WrexHaithey talked also of the healing that
O2YS8Sa lo62dzi WogKSy LIS2LX S ¢ SNBETHisEVEK daW Bdah 611 R (i K
2a (quoted by Jesus in the Nazareth synagddues a key paradigm on whichtiase the

2dz0 62Ny AYy3 2F / KNRAGALIY O2YYdzyAded ¢KS aSiKz2R
LJdzi FANRG GKS ySSRa 2F (K2aS 6K2 | NB adFFSNAY
the people and the community [e.g.] resistance, hdali K I YR K2 LIS AY T2 NXYI ¢

' y20KSN) KSE LIFdzf (GKS2ft23A0Ff y22G4A2y Aa OGKIFIG 27
YS&ad4> o6dzi 6S OFNNE 2y RS&aLMAGS (GKAaa | yRBydad 3
and together seek figiveness.

The notion that mission needs to be an integrated process including practical action, proclamation
and community/civic engagement best done with other churches, is gaining much greater ground
in the UK through initiatives such BOPE 0&nd the earlierUnited We Stangrocess of the
Evangelical Alliance UK. This includes congregations that might previously have concentrated on

®John Higgins 8Child ProtfrmdlLwmdr andf bembdy FAmhl Basbeylu
both presented at Urban Theology Collective (UT Coll ec
“The Methodist Church produced a very hel pdthskortafoo k| et
conversation much more, and the Church Action on Pover
Mi ssion 6Just Peopled course are two valuable resource
11 Yorkshire and the Humber Urban Mission Network (Y&H UM Network), Sheffield, March 2009

12 Methodist City Centre Network Spring meeting, Darlington (MCCN Darlington), February 09

13 UT Collective.

“Adf y wi o-lrian Refresenferit 0 a day of conversation and prayer about mission in the 21st Century (AT-Urban

Refreshment), Newport, Wales, June 2009

15 Stream 1 Theme 1, AT- Urban Refreshment, Wales

16 | uke 4:16-21

17 MCCN Darlington

18 Stream 1 Theme 1, AT-Urban Refreshment, Wales



LISNE2Y I f LIASGE YR AYRAGARAZ f O2y@BSNBRAZ2Y NBI
to stop being justeactive. [So] we need to be more prophetic, speaking out to get agendas/rules
OKIFIy3SRX6S ySSR (2 FTAYR 2dzi UB.Hi2anbe aduphiliGuggled K S
to disciple lay people from one form of Christianity to another. It can aldough to broach the

God question with people in the UK context. The Yorkshire & Humber Urban Mission Network

spoke of the challenges in working with people who do come into church premises: how we
aK2dz R GNEB G2 WY2@0S i KS Yiés tofehgRging Wit Gddantly 3 g A (1 K
NEOSAGAYI (*KS D22R bSsaq

2. Globalisation and the reproduction of hierarchies
What is involved in being the church in the cities and megjdes of today?

City centre ministry has been summed up by the Methodist Citgr€@&etwork, which specialises

Ay GKAA FNBF 2F YA&aaA2y>X Fa RSY2yadNYGAy3d WiEK
FyR aLISyR A Y S ®ng ofth& Bostdntetesting QustichsltBaOwas raised under
GKAE ¢KSYS @dARY YK e R 283 y 2 Anyi Marisy $alked bfthe OSy (|
flows in and out of city centres and how the church in that setting can be a place of encounter

with the separate flows and a place of bringing those flows into connection with eachbthilis

can be especially challenging in providing various sorts of worship that feed the spirituality of

those different groups and still enables them to feel part of the wider body of hfidte Urban

Theology Collective however, felt that the patternmebvement is not uniform across the
O2YYdzyAGASa 2F F+ OAGe FyR (GKFG WGKSNBE Aa | N
f 2 3 Whie this may be true of new developments around city centres, attachment to the local
within many urban neighbdeNK 2 2 R4 NB Y Ay ada a0NRBYy3IDQ

One of the most challenging flows is obviously that of the migration of people, but more hidden

but just as powerful is the flow of money. Several respondents were clear that engaging with this

is the business of mission. Ayowih2 NJ SNJ FSt & GKFd OKdzZNOKSAa aK?2dz
32SNYYSyiGa G2 OKIFy3asS S$02y2YAO0 EiNdbvewAchuctes | y R
do not have common answers. David Stevens talked of the tensions between Catholics and
Protestants in N Idand both because they were differentially impacted by economic pressures,

but also because they wanted different economic models as soldflons

City centre ministry often involves having a place at the civic @bieluding local crossectoral
regeneation partnerships (called Local Strategic or Community Planning Partnerships in the UK).
.dzii Ay &dzOK O2y 0SEGa AG Aa LkRaaraoftsS G2 SG GK

19 NECN-Manchester

20 Y&H Urban Mission Network

21 MCCN Darlington

22'Y&H Urban Mission Network

23 Ann Morisy, MCCN Swanick

24 MCCN Darlington

25 In this context, this means that which is done locally, not the informal English word for a public house !

26 UT Collective. Teachers serving schools on the Manor Estate, Sheffield, a social housing area with four generations of
unemployment 3 miles from the centre, often find that school trips can be the first time their pupils have been to the city
centre (authordés knowl edge).

21 CRU 0 FYT & Trinity College

28 David Stevens, CCWA Belfast



NG 3 dzf*: Alsh, ust & in matters of theology the churches do neakpwith one voice, so

their engagement with civic and secular structures is not uniform. Civic and secular authorities

gl yid BORPRMNMSLI I OS 2F O2y@OSNAEFGA2Y > odzi 6S | NB
understandings of mission if we let osrand in the church hold the ring. The trick is to find a way

of being connected in our differences. The Evangelical Alliance Wales set up a network called
Gweini in the early 2000s to provide an interface with the local authorities. This began as an
initiative to serve the whole Christian community. It gradually became clear that whilst on simple
issues, such as the need for a shelter for homeless people, it was fairly easy to work together, on
the more complex policy matters less so. Some parts of thedblof England see social care

changes as an opportunity to contract with central government as a welfare atjenther

traditions want to retain their prophetic independence. The 2007 Repaithful Citie3' looked at

what was happening in the urbanihe UK and saw the lack of commitment from the established
churches to resource and prioritise urban mission as a problem. The Evangelical Fellowship of the
Anglican Communion held an urban mission workshop as one of its Lambeth 2608rdezence
events.The workshop produced set ofpriorities for urban mission for the Anglican church in the

21% century® (see Appendix One). One of the strong comments from that event was that the
OKdzNDKSa Wwydzaid a48S17 GKS 6Sft FIHiNGO 22 TA y2QlENNIB AGIAA2SYAI

Although the Urban Theology Collective warns of being seduced into the current rhetoric about
the UK beingposlBf A 3A2dza 2NJ LI2ad / KNRAGAFY Fa WaLJA NIc
day**QtBe movement of peoplemund our cities mean that some historic churches no longer

have a large congregation. Such churches are looking to creative ways of enabling the buildings to
be held in trust for the local community. The challenge raised, at the London Urban Theology
Project, by a lay Christian working as an architect with an interest in this area, was when to decide
to do this. She considered when churches should create a resource such as social housing on the
site, and when to pass on the resource, perhaps to a neweomhmation>® The response from

those newer churches is that more constructive conversation with the property authorities of the
historic denominations on this would be helpfilito avoid the new denominations being simply

left with the problem buildings ahe historic churches. This again reflects one of the difficulties of
doing mission in a joined up way.

Onepaper at the London Urban Theology Project (presented ireadited form at Commission
+LLQa O2yTSNByY O%spdaks of h&vd& ¥nsh8N\ate indangeb of replicating the

29 NECN-London

30 See Francis Davis, Elizabeth Paulhus, Andrew Bradstock Moral but no Compass: Government, Church and the Future of Welfa
A Report by the Von Hugel I nstitute commChelimsfodned by th
Matthew James Publishing, 2008)

The Archbi sHaithfpl €ifles: @ call for cealebration, visiorjLamdustiteH and Church House Publishing,

2006)

6 Anglican Ten Commandment <vardgaical Felbwshippohthe Mriglisas Gomnmuifion,d e v e | o p
Pre-Lambeth Urban Workshop (EFAC-Urban Workshop), Trinity College, Bristol, June 2008

33 EFAC-Urban Workshop

34 UT Collective

¥Bernadette Cunni nglhegm Yy hairr clhi ahuiillidtiyng sunpubl i shed pap
(LUTP), Westbourne Park, London, December 2008

3 Conversation between the author and pastors in the West Yorkshire African Caribbean Churches Council, 2007.

" EricaDunmowd ondon overview from the provincesd, apersonal,
Theology Project December 2008; Erica Dunmow @ he challenge of indigenous leadership in the UK urban mission

c 0 n t persortal @npublished paper presented to Edinburgh 2010 Commission V11 Study Themes Conference, December

2008.
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KASNI NOKASa 2F a20ASdGe Ay GKS gle GKFG GKS@& a
GKAAY NBtlIGAGStE & dzySRdzOF SR YSYy 6SNB 3IAQBSY (K
rabbistocallpendt S G2 | LINRPOS&a 2F AYyiSyaargdsS WeSakKAiAgl
tension around leadership is there from start to finish. Simon Peter, a relatively poor fisherman,

the first-called, fishing in the shallows by hand, is challenged for leadeloghipmes and John,

richer men whose father has hired crew for their b§aRight up to the Last Supper Jesus has to

tell them that hierarchy is not what his style of ministry is abSaybe the fact that it is Peter

gK2 Aa FTAYLFffe 23MAPPSyY 210K Sk at KKSHLIKRSINSRIXAE NI NJ 2 dzR 3 S ¢
gut instinct will be to look out for poor people, yet Peter himself cannot quite beliete it.

The ideas about civic engagement in this Theme were powerfully summed up by the Christian
Respose to Unemployment event, which stated thaiet churches civic engagement must be on
WOIFNAY3I F2N) GKS dzySYLX 28SRx lFaaAradAay3da Ay 226
OKIFIy3S S02y2YAO LINAZ2NAGASYE FyR G2 | 3INBS tAQAY

3. Christianity and sociepolitical action:
How can the local church be an agent of the kingdom of God and a source of healing
and reconciliation?

Attenders at the Welsh evefftwere invited to select Biblical or other sgtiial resources as part

of their responseso the Comission VII Themes. Those looking at Theme 3 used the passage in
W2 Ky Qa D2alJSf 6KSNB WS&adza Sy OFdwapsatigm. dtikée{ | Y
of the longest encounters between Jesus and someone who is not one of the Thiedvgassage

was felt helpful in the following ways. Firstly, the Samaritan woman is not initially the recipient of
Jesus helg Jesus asks her for help. Secondly, she is an outcast person who is asked to provide
support for the person from the dominant cultutkat often oppresses her people. Three: Jesus
knows who she is in terms of her unorthodox relationships but does not refuse to engage with her
because of that. Four: Jesus witnesses to spiritual truths in a way that connects them to practical
action. Fivethe woman becomes one of the first evangelis{sassing on to others what she has
experienced and believes about Jesus. The passage spoke to the group of honest and integrated
engagement and about reversing the usual pattern of Christians being seénags ghe

providers.

Social cohesion is a current buaard within the UK government circles at the moment and faith
communitied’s N3 &aSSy +a 2yS 2F (KS LINEHatR ExNdttedaoF (K S
help create neighbourhoods in whiandividuals from diverse backgrounds feel comfortable with

38 see Mark 1:16-20

39 see Luke 22:24-30

40 see John 21:15-21

4 CRU- FYT and Trinity College

42 AT- Urban Refreshment, Wales

43 John 4:7-42

4 This is the term that the UK statutory bodies use to encompass followers of all the major world religions, calling each
religion & its authorities and followers-a 6 f ai t h communi t yod.

A term coined by Rob Furbey and Marilyn Macey in their work for the Commission for Urban Life and Faith: Robert
Furbey and Marilyn Macey Religion and urban regeneration: a pla@giftolfaitlPolicy Press, 2005). It refers to the fact
that communities have helpful human resources (social capital) when they make links (bridges) to other communities or
between sections of their community.
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each other.Some of the leaders of the new Black churches, such as Revd Nims Obunge, a founder
of Haringey Peace Alliance are seen as important players within London in delivering this policy.
Engd SYSyid | ONRP&da O2YYdzyAGASa R2Sa yaded CHfistiany KA R
2NHIFYA&lLGA2Y YR 6S I NB y2i JF2A¥mthédmastKA RS (KA
churches most involved in civic engagement and social action often |ldigb@me separated

from faith-sharing and discipleshipt  LINP OS & & 2 ¢ thdt ¥haya@ Aol Yegitnhipts LIQ
mend. Attenders at the Methodist City Centre Network felt that keeping Christian distinctiveness
SyiltAta WRSGSE 2 LIAiggAomlvalugsl arisirg ithif tNe2local eontekikehabledy

o0& (KS OK dzNYrsihwiorksil dheJ2hyiréh8stRegional Commission for Yorkshire &

the Humber also commissioned a qualitative study about what makes Christian presence

effective®. Their préiminary findings showed that the place of prayer was more important to

YEye 2F GKS WLINBaSyO0SaQ GKIy KI @AyAde livingfla2 NY I £ A
faith and integrating our talking to God about social action, has more impact théensents
abouthowwe willworf® ¢ KS WOFTFSOGADBS / KNRAGALIY t NBaSyoOs
a2YS LS2LXS RAR 02YS (2 FIAGK GKNRdJZAK (K

biggest impact was had on the faith understanding of staft Management Committee

members, especially those who were initially of no faith.

Education has long been an area of contribution by the churches in tlggndi€éed what is now

the state system, grew out of the T@entury churchbased Sunday Schodkst provided basic

literacy and numeracy and technical skills, as well as religious instruction. There is current

O2y iNRPO@SNEE la (2 6KSGKSNI FFIAGK aoOKz22ta o60GKS
NEf AIA2dza OKI NI O S Nddhesidn bdbot. G Ris/iad\tie dogitiok oficdof the2 & 2 O
papers at the London Urban Theology Project meeting in December 2008, and of a major
discussion at the Urban Network of the Catholic Association for Racial Justice meeting in February
2009. The formelpoking at the specifics of the inner London context from an Anglican

perspective, concluded that Church of England primary schools were better at reflecting the range
of diversity in the population of their catchment area than C of E secondary onesMese.

tended to use the syllabus for RE set by their local Schools Advisory Committee for Religious
Education (SACREnN interfaith body that advises each local authority on these matters), and

aimed to serve the local community with good education rattem primarily aim to train new
Christiang®. The (mainly Catholic) CARJ Urban Network discussed the 2008 Runnymede Trust
Report into Faith schools and community cohesidiiere there was agreement that the Catholic
Schools were aiming to provide specifigaCatholic teaching to their pupils but a recognition that

this did not have to be incompatible with social cohesion. This is partly because concepts such as

46 NECN-Manchester

“9The word O0k/ Ki ngdomdn ivral pulers@ds eog s wO&kh nagd odrk ibrugd di ngd
growing number of Christians in the UK context as shorthand for an approach to mission in which different traditions and
denominations work together for wider community benefit, rather than in the self-interest of their own

church/congregation. It does not mean that they are not seeking to encourage people to be followers of Jesus but that they
acknowledge that seekers might find other churches more congenial to them.

48 MCCN- Darlington

4 Effective Christian Presence and EotetpmigeLeeds: Faithworks and CRC, 2008)

50 lan Drummond, Y&H CRC, Interim Findings Conference for Effective Christian Presence and Enterprise research,

Bramley Baptist Church, Leeds, January 2008

*L In England, the Church of England, Roman Catholic and Methodist denominations all provide schools that are part of

the state system (i.e. do not charge fees like the private schools) and receive state funding, but have greater control over their

selection procedures than the state schools.

2Henry Everitt o6Faith School s: Bl essing or Curse?d, paj
53 Rob Berkeley with Savita Vij Right to Divide ? Faith schools and Commun{tyo@ddrestannymede Trust, 2008)
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respect for the dignity of the person, the common good, and social justice are a key part of
Caholic Social Teaching post Vaticaf Two recent internal Catholic reports also showed that
80-85% of their pupils thought that their school encouraged respect for different races and
religions®. The matter is made more complex by the range of issugsafffiect cohesiorg, race,
gender, class, sexuality, religion, disability etc. On some issues the school might advocate a more
clearly inclusive stance than other®.g. Catholic schools often have a better than average
representation of AfricarCaribbearand working class pupils than other schools in their area, but
some have no no€atholic pupil$® The Church of England has voluntarily opted to retain 25% of
their school places for neAnglicand’; a very few Catholic schools based in areas with high
Moslem populations are specifically allocating places for-@mistians, but there was
considerable disquiet at the CARJ Urban Network meeting about the idea that any compulsory
quota system be imposé&t

If churches themselves are dividddhw can we aim foreconciliation in the wider community
when we have not healed ourselves

The Urban Refreshment Welsh eveatkled this struggle with internal tensions. The group

looking at Theme One (Stream Ompegsented two cases where living the reality of healmthe
community was by the process of a breadth of denominations working togetirandelling

healing and reconciliation in action. Gweini, a project of Evangelical Alliance Wales, working with a
Church in Wales priest, has supported the developmemtrointerfaith Street Carers network in

/' P NRAFTFOD LYy 2 NBEKI Y Ipushihddhurches i@ &myinyduiyGod'sl OhG A 2 y
gAf E XGKNRdZAK A0 (GKS OKdzZNOKSA FNB FAYRAY3I (GKSA
good and have respomd generously to it. Churches offer something extthe dimension of

f 20SY D2RU& f20S T2 RNiTuksalsh tflked & deNdedd opErseFetante 2 ( K S
and continued hope when action failed.

The group at the Welsh event looking at Therhee€ (Stream 4) also examined this issue of the

need for internal reconciliation in the body of Christ. Matters of women in leadership and the

place of gay and lesbian people are deeply divisive for some traditions and between traditions in

the UK. The guap felt however that mission could not simply be put on hold until these issues

were resolved, as service to the community is an imperative. Churches had to find a way of
FOly26f SRAIAYI GKSANI ONR|1SyySaa FyR RAAVANBSYS
ground to enable them to serve together despite the differentes.

One of the key issues that is impacting upon the UK urban scene is-tiiewgh of the level of
unemployment, which causes disjunctures between people in communities that then néded to
healed. A paper written by Roger SainsBtryecently retired as Chair of the Centre for Youth
Ministry (which coordinates training for Christian youth workers) and one of the JITC Executive

54 Catholic Association for Racial Justice Urban Network (CARJ-Urban Network), February 2009

SO0Et hnicity, l dentity and Achievement in Catholic Educ:
(2006) both written by the Catholic Education Service, cited at CARJ-Urban Network

% CARJ-Urban Network

57 Everitt, LUTP December 2008

% CARJ-Urban Network

% Theme One, AT-Urban Refreshment

60 Stream 4, AT-Urban Refreshment

61 Roger Sainsbury@ack on the Road to Wi gan Pierd (private paper,
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members acting as listener collecting evidence for this pap&amines the likely impact of

growing unemployment on young people. Dave Wiles, CEO of the Frontier Youth Trust is quoted in
w23ISN) {FAYyaodzZNEQA LI LISNIIEA alreAayd (2 KAa NBIAA
about the sense of failurera low self esteem that is impacting young people who are

unemployed nowin200@Q hyS 2F CNRBYGASNI , 2dzi K ¢ NHzadQa f 2
LIS2 LJX SQ&ae6 Ol[mdsHamidaboaredXahd winrke?] yililst not being high are for them

simply not achievablet KA & KI & f SR (2 || yiAaz2 OwdiehtbebaSisulr JA 2 dzN
G26F NRa LISSNE>X yR | O2YLX SGS t2aa 2F K2LIS |y
settle down in the adult world quite quickly, and who are sogialble and keen to work.

PYSYLX 28YSyd adNRLA Fgle lye o0StASTI LidzN1}Ras
they need it mos&’ The 1980s produced ample evidence of the corrosive and divisive effects of
unemployment. This was strongly confirndeby two black unemployed yourghristians from East

London in their response to Roger Sainsbury's paper on unemployiiill Cooper of Church

' OGA2Y hy t2@SNIez jd2GSR Ay {lAyaod2NEx al &a
built on the asamption that there is worlavailable, and the question is how to enable various
URA&SY Il 3ISRYUY INRdzLIAX(G2 3ASG bAdGed ¢KA& &AGNI (53

¢KS / KdzZNOK 2F 9y3ftryR aSSa GKFG Iy SINIe& NBaL
career hops are dashed but because.... it can critically damage their sense of belonging within a
a20ALf O2y QNI Ol 6KAOK SyO2dzNI} 3S5*°The28000 Sy 3l 38
February Synod called for wealthier parts of the church to respond, and challémgetiurch to

do better at integrating the practical responses to the spiritual, theological and worshipping life of

the local church, so that social action should be seen as part of discipleship. One of the Christian
projects set up since the 1980s towaghte local congregations for that engaged spirituality is

[ AGFOAfAGREQA [/ 2YYdzyAlGe aAadaizy ¢SIY AAgRNYSNI &
and Advocateby the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire & the Humber; the Catalyst

¢ NXzBrba@®ission Toolkjtand the work of Unlock in producing discipling materials that are

real about the demands of urban poverty, are all valuable resources that should mean that the
church is far better equipped to take so@oonomic action in the local camunity than it was 30

years agd®

¢CKS ! NDlYy aAdaaAirzy C2NM¥zy Ay GKS Fdzidzyy 2F Hnny
held at a point when the extent of the recession was less obvious. How much greater will the risk

be once the recessidnites deep? The discussions highlighted the need for the church to counter
ySAFGAPS aGSNB20GeL)Sar SallSOAlLffe GK2aS 27F @2 dz
counterO dzf G dzNJ f Y A & & A 2YSevéral spoki & holy zhy shdmhds &P Qi 2 WT 2 C
2y (GKS FFOU2NB FSSRAYy3I @A2ftSyd 3ly3a o6SKIF GA2dzN
Some felt that the church needed to critique society as a whole as there was a danger of
WReaTdzy OliAz2yl f OKAf RNBY (i038mt@ykaynaid speakisrivasiDeJoRk & & F dz
Aldred, Minority Ethnic Affairs Officer of Churches Together in England, reporting on CTE research

62 Chris Turner,quoted i n SBaokbonytbe Road to Wigan Pierd, Chapter
63 Roger Sainsbury, personal communication with the author, 2009.

64 Niall Cooper, CEO Church Action on Poverty, quoted in Back on the Road to Wiga@Hajeer 4.

8 Implications of Financiad @ndiRecesSeneral Synod Paper GS 1719 February 2009 (Church of England)

8 Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire & the Humber Angels and Advoghateds: CRC, 2003); visit

www.catalysttrust.org for their Urban Mission Toolkit and www.unlock-urban.org.uk for their resource materials

67 Urban Mission Forum (UM Forum), Youth at risk in the Qibpdon, October 08

68 UM Forum



http://www.catalysttrust.org/
http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/
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Ayi2 GKS OKdzZNOKSaQ NBalLRyasS G2 e2dzwik @Azt SyoS
3Fy3 YSYOSKH eI RETRYVAMIY G QY &adzOK NBalLkRyaSasz KS
YSIFadzNBa (2 NBalLRyR G2 RNHZA RSIFfSNEZ 01 Wo2

WOKdzZNOK Ydzald Y2@0S ¢l & FTNRY wadzOK NBalLl2yaSas
LIS OSYI 1 SNB wair OBl §yOrRIdINI D YTRzy A K3 SAREANIGK {2
2yS NBALRYRSYy(G &l ARz Wl P IR Nioup aldo cals todadhedofyfol v 3 S
childhoodc¢ do we see young people as God does and treatrttaccordingly ?

This Forum, along with a growing number of Christian commentators and other people at the

events where we listened, talked about the churches needing to takeprgtive action with

secular and other decisiemakers as well as engaginggirS NI A OS LINR GAaA 2y ® hyS
2F oKIG 6S R2 wy2¢6 Aa (2 Lz f LISi2KAAS Re2d&ia y20i
resonate, but it is important. When is it time to go upstream and stop them falling in, in the first

LX | B Bh&Eangelical Fellowship of the Anglican Communion talkédofS f 2 Ol £  OK dzND
agent of the kingdom of God by encouraging the ministry of prophetic evangelism in the tradition

2F GKS htR ¢Sail Y3 ppeakiniN®tlataifsh unjust stiires & Slso dpod)

news for poor people.

wW20SNIIi . SO7TF2NR YR wSOQR /It @SN ! yRSNAZ2Y &Lk
March 2009 about the Africa@aribbean perspective on this issue. Calver Anderson gave positive
examples of work with distédcted young people from within the Black churches. However, one
guestioner asked why there are fewer sogiolitical actions coming from within the African
Caribbean community now than in the ®2@entury. Beckford responded that he felt that the
community has lost much of its hope. There is surely a major indictment here of the mainstream
denominations who have often sidelined and ignored the ethnic minority and Black Majority
ChurcH? offering to Christian mission in Britain. This is finally shiftinGelptember 2007 a group

of African pastors in Glasgow brought together the mainstream denominations to model a
powerful, holistic piece of mission action where whblearted proclamation of the gospel was

fully integrated with political actioff. (See Sectio5 below for more on the minority ethnic
O2YYdzy AGASEAQ AYLI OG 2y YAaarzyo

But sociepolitical action by churches is fraught even when the desired outcome is clear and
O2yasSyadzZfo tS2LS d GKS | 2N] AaKANB oojedt dzY 6 SNJ
RSOSt2LIYSyiGz 2NHIFYA&LFGA2Y Lt RSB Grehhases sodial o6 dza A
action is to be effective and credible with secular authorities. The solutions to problems are not

69 Dr Joe Aldred, Dr Sophie Hebden, Dr Keith Hebden Who is my neighbour? A church response to social disorder linked to gar
drugs, guns and Khigedon: Churches Together in England, 2008), 43

0 UM Forum

UM Forum

2 EFAC-Urban Workshop

3 Black Majority Church (BMC) is a term used in the UK context to denote a denomination where the UK leaders are

generally from the Black communities, even if internationally that is not the case. They are often Pentecostal.

7 In September 2007 an informal grouping of African pastors held a Saturday afternoon event in George Square, Glasgow,

marking the 200th centenary of the abolition of slave trading. Performances by a very wide variety of Christian musicians

(Black rappers, a Korean classical choir and a white hillbilly group - all singing Christian material) were interspersed with

short addresses by the leaders of all the major denominations talking of how the church had campaigned against slavery

because freedom for captives was part gnfapetlie beingstaien me s s a g
around the Square to ask the Scottish Executive to change regulations affecting current trafficked people.

5 Y&H UM Network
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always agreed either. David Stevens talked of the ecaadactors that have fuelled the sectarian
Troubles in Northern Irelarfl The Protestant communities, previously reliant on heavy

shipbuilding industry are being hollowed out and feel deeply under threat. The Catholic
communities have in general done bett@and it is harder to motivate congregations in middle

class areas to take the actions to make the peace process real on the streets. The priests also have
less authority within the more affluent communities. But there is also a growing number of
disaffe¢ed poor, young Catholics and Protestants, who also have only nominal links to the
worshipping community and influence of the church, who are in danger of glamorising and
emulating the sectarian activists of the past. As is so often the case, it is nattikiely observing
Christians who are engaging in the violefte.

4. ldentity, gender and power
2 KFG A& GKS (NHMzS ARSyGAGe O0GKS GO2NB 5b! £0
different denominations and cultures?

This issue was addresseddmyly one of the gatherings that were formally listened to, but it is a

topic of current interest in the church planting and fresh expres<ftiedd. The key factor that is

often used to identify whether a group of Christians are operating as a churdiethev and how

I ANRdzL) SELINBaasSa AdGa O02YYSY2NI GA2y 2F G(KS [ 2
and some meet in houses rather than formal church buildings. They can sit light to some of the
liturgical regulations of their churches in orderdrpress their fellowship together, and have for

over 20 years developed creative liturgy and the alternative forms of being church. These are now
0SAY3 SELISNAYSYUSR 6AGK Ay 20KSNad&eslii Ay3a (KN
expressions movementdany congregations in urban settings feel they have been pragmatically
doing just this for many years, blan Duffield in his paper to the Urban Theology Colleiisaid

GKFG R2AY3 GKAYy3Ia RAFFSNBylfe g awiddiagtieKS 2yt &
LI NAAK deadaSYs FolyR2yAy3 SEA&AGAY I adNHzOG dzNB a
Y2NB SFTFFSOGAOS SglyasStiraliarzyo ¢KS /2tftSOGABS
OK dzZND K @ &.§. buildih@ldb @xésting corggations, being outward looking, using natural
a20ALEf YySGg2N]laADPQ !y dzNDly @2dziK g2N]J SN Ay (K
people their Wednesday meeting was church and his leadership would accept that. He felt that
sharing cake andjuOS (1 23SGKSNJ G GKS Of 23485 *2Hghdrchii&SiGAy
SO0t Sarzt23e FTAYRa GKFEG KFNRSNJI G2 RSHE gA0KOD
is wrestling with this issue. New groups pastored by their-amained evanglists often want this

6 David Stevens, CCWA Belfast

7 CCWA Belfast

8 Fresh Expressigist h  a c api t a ltrudjéinily bytme Ghurén Bf@Engiand, MethodstrClouijcheand United
Reformed Church with other partners including the Groundlevel Network, to develop more culturally relevant forms of

church; when used with a | ower case 6f&6 and 06ed, this
accredited as such by the FresliExpressiopsject.

"6church without wallsd is a term more commonly wused i
8] an Duffield, ©6é6Parish churches and their future: Chur
atUbanTheol ogy Col |l ective, St Deiniolds Library, December

81 Private communication with the author after Scripture Union Scotland event.
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person to celebrate communion with thefff.In this context, and that of laked youth groups, the
ancient Christian custom of agape is very helpful, as it is in ecumenical séfiices.

The difference in worship style, between theanting AfricarCaribbean Christians and the
indigenous white British worshippers, was one of the factors leading to the setting up of the new
Black Majority Church denominations in the 1960s and 70s. Similar factors affect the more recent
immigrant Christias to the UK from Ghana, Zimbabwe etc., who often prefer to worship in their
own language and style, whilst still wishing to retain their Anglican, Catholic or Methodist etc.,
identities. See Section 5 below.

One of the points many people made is that thtber key element of the DNA of being church is
community mission engagementvhat the Anglican EvangeA Ol t CSft f 2 gafikrael) S 3OSy
O2YYAGYSyd (2 &aidl &py3aSAdK2dAR dzKapddBhudctiNBtIKa 2 3 A 2 y
churchshaped missiofQ ¢ KA & Aa | afA3IKGfte GSESR A&adzs |
changes in the law mean that churches are having to prove that their community engagesment
part of their religious function and therefore consistent with their religious charitabies and
202800ad 'a 2yS LISNR2Y G (GKS bl dAkya tNDDlatifral S
AYLR2NIFYyG G2 NBGFAY [/ KNRAGAFY RAAGAYOGAOGSYySaa
This means being prepared to be open about the place ofgrraic. in the life of a project and its

& U 1®*rAoge@hurches that have previously shied away from social aéttémiza &G NB LISy (i 2 7
of proclaiming a truncated privatised gospel in our cities, based on selective texts and not taking

the whole of Bblical revelation seriously. The Methodist City Centre Network event summed

GKA& dzLd 6S &l @Ay 3 G Kicentred iKkchisive, daptadlg [matidatet! fyjddve & W
FT2NJ 0KS 322R 2F (KS @¢2NI RQ 0 dzil (0 KPAGD WAlda Alaf oR-AC
G2 0% az2Q

i

u

The interface of migration, diaspora and ethnicity
5. Ethnicityg the tension between homogenous and muléthnic churches
and 6. Church life in Diaspora communities

5. Ethnicityg the tension between homogenouand multi-ethnic churches

The denominations in the UK respond to this differently depending upon their ecclesiology. The
Catholic and Methodist Churches tend to work on a chaplaincy model. The former appoint priests
from overseas who can provide mothgmgue masses for the incomers. The British Methodist

2Revd6d Dr George Lings, personal communi c adGeorgeWwi t h t h
Linggd The Churchds Calling and the capacity to reproduced
83 Agape, or love feast, is where bread and wine or similar simple food and drink is not formally consecrated before sharing,

but where there is intentional rememb r ance of the Last Supper and Christds p
End of London was a relatively public radical worshipping community that grew out of the Church of England in the late

20t century that developed the protocol of using a simplified form of reference to the Last Supper when lay people were

leading worship, and having full communion only when an ordained person could lead. Agape was still felt to be spiritually

valid by those present, but was not liturgically unorthodox in Anglican terms. See Worship: window of the urbafedh)drici

Stratford, London: SPCK 2006, Chapter 8, for more discussion of this issue.

8 EFAC-Urban Workshop

8 Y&H UM Network. The reference is to: Archbishops Council Mission Shaped Church: ¢mitioly pnd fresh expressions of
churctiondon: Church House Publishing, 2004)

8 NECN-London

87 EFAC-Urban Workshop

8 MCCN Darlington
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Church has agreements with its counterpart churches overseas. So, for instance, Ghanaian
ministers in the UK act as chaplains to Ghanaian fellowships which meet monthly for mother
tongue services whilstie Ghanaians worship in mainstream Methodist Churches for the rest of

the time 3 The Episcopal Church in Scotland has a Kenyan born priest acting ageadonkto

the African pastors in that city. The hope is that the changing attitudes on race inBuititd

culture will mean that the newer ethnic minority diaspora people will be more warmly welcomed
into the historic church congregations than the earlier Araribbean incomers were, and that the
chaplaincies will be a staging post to integratiorheatthan the beginning of separate
denominations. But that process may take a long while. Wiglsguage churches still existed in
London until very recently. It is also not clear that white British people are as accepting of minority
ethnic incomers as d®minational leaders nationally assurffeAnecdotal evidence from Black
Christians suggests that white people still show considerable unease with Black people, even if not
intentional racism, especially outside the more ethnically diverse metropolitan dteas

Some of the new diaspora Black Majority Churches (BMCs) are playing a different role in the
Christian community from that of the older Afric&aribbean denominations. In London they are
a very big presence and the Reined Christian Churaf God a Nigeriarbased denomination, is
the fastest growing church in the UK, currently planting many churches. The economic migrant
membership of some of the African diaspora churches are often wealthier than were the
immigrants from the Caribbean, and morkelly to be middle class professionals. However, others
are mainly asylusseeking migrants, who if they are undocumented are part of the economic
underclass in the UK. The extent to which BMCs can engage with the historic churches depends
greatly on whethethey can afford pastors, and whether they have the confidence to engage.
Some of the new Black churches have gained a credibility with government in a way that it has
taken the AfricarCaribbean Churches years to achieve, and are reaping harvest irdgiatrthe
Caribbean Christians have had to plough alone for a long¥me.

The older Black Majority Churches are beginning to shift their mission to be more generally
community focussed not just for pastoral support for Afri€aribbean peopfé. The Chrch of

God of Prophecy is actively training its pastors to engage in this form ofautiasal missior?*

The New Testament Church of God has instigated a major training programme for the whole
church called théig Movethat is encouraging this more outwd-facing ministry. This is a slow
process, but there is strong evidence that people in need from within the white population are
beginning to see the BMCs as a place of hospitality and support, especially if they are engaging in
situations where the histric white majority churches are not.

8 This issue was widely explored at a conference convened by the British Methodist Church 86 Et hni ci ty, cohesi
churchoé, Swanwick, February 2007
9 The Catholic Association for Racial Justice is the only denominationally specific agency looking at this issue Other

denomi nations have generally subsumed t hesiomthebasisch&ga r el at
racism has largely been effectively tackled.

“Bi shop Delroy Hall, Church of God of Prophecy at 06St e
Devel opment Project, June 09, nwvohBlack6hristianstoktheChristant t he i ssu

Community inthe21tCent ur y 0.

92 Dr Joe Aldred, CTE, personal communication with the author, 2008

93 This process is outline in Mark Sturge Look what the Lord has done! An exploration of Black Christtaim(Eaitidan: Bri
Scripture Union, 2005)

94 Personal communication with Bishop Wilton Powell, National Overseer, Church of God of Prophecy, December 2008
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The fact that there was no mention of matters relating to either Themes 5 or 6, at the National
Estate Churches Network everitsvas somewhat strange considering that there are diaspora
congregations meeting in marhystoric church premises. Perhaps it is because this largely Black
presence is seen as parallel to indigenous mission and activity locally, even where the
O2yANB Il GA2Yy YIe KIFI@S . f1F01 YSYOSNBR FTNRBY S| NI
of the historic churches still to be tackled. The Evangelical Fellowship of the Anglican Communion
SPSyid &FAR GKIFO WGKS OKdzNOK Ydzad fSEFENy G2 tAa
2 A %Hahéa tNidSc@n be modelled by consciously invitimgm to mainstream church activity.

There are some very good examples where congregations do come together for major festivals

and link with community projects, but this is not so in the majority of cases. The lack of paid or
full-time pastors and the gaered nature of these diaspora congregations does make this process
harder, so it is not always about a lack of wish for positive engagement on the part of the host
community. False assumptions can be made by white churches about differences in ecglesiolog

and attitudes”.

Street Pastorss a ministry spreading across the UK, where older Christians walk the streets of city
centres at night to be a responsible presence and offer practical support to young people, coming
out of clubs and pubs, often the warsor alcohol and drug consumption. A Black church p&$tor

set it up, and BMCs are often in the lead in developing it. This model, and similar ones, has been
widely adopted by integrated teams across the denominations and is a good example of joint
actionby homogeneous and muléthnic congregationsagain coming out of a common, and
obvious, mission imperative.

There is therefore a very complex interrelationship of poverty, class and race affecting how and
whether Black Christians engage with the Craistommunity as a whole, and whether

congregations are remaining relatively homogenous, or becoming more truly the body of Christ in
terms of racial diversity. This means that generalisations are almost meaningless. But it is

incumbent upon the historickk dzZNOK S& (2 SEFYAYS GKSANI LN} OGAOS
GAOK LI2&aaAo0AfAGASE 2F LI NIOYSNBRKALAX &aK2dz R LIN
I 002YY2RIGA2y 2F SI OK 2 &lewdyNdis is Beiny adldras@8Sodeof f | 6 2
the older Pentecostal traditions, such as the Assemblies of God, have done more work on this than
other historic denominations, because their headquarters are in the US and they have often have
more ethnically diverse leadership and congregations. In the rur dipet 2009 local and

European elections in the UK, all the denominations spoke out against the racism arsktbe

GKS . NAGAAK bliA2YyLFEf tINIéod ¢KS ySSR ¥wanl (KS
endorsed at the Yorkshire & Humber eveaitmixed group of white and Black Christians at the

Urban Refreshment event in Wales, addressing this Theme, talked of the need for white people to
2O0SND2YS GKSANI WadzaLIAOA2Y 2F GKS A0GNFy3aISND Yy

®NECN 8London and NECN-Manchester

% EFAC-Urban Workshop

97 In 2007 an African diaspora BMC church volunteered their choir to sing at the mass celebrating the 10t anniversary of
the priesting of one of the first women ordained as an Anglo-Catholic priest in the Church of England. The host church in

Dagenham, Essex had no choir of its own. (Authorés kno
®Revdd Les | saacs

9 MCCN Darlington

WThe O6Ethnicity, Cohesion and the Churchd Conference,

101 Y&H UM Network
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difference and gi8 ¢ S f ‘B . The@Mggested that the idea that wihave multiple identities
was a helpful way forward.

6. Church life in Diaspora communities

An asylureseeking Catholic spoke powerfully at the Welsh Urban Refreshment event about how
his faith has supgprted him spiritually in coping with the traumas not only in his own country, but
also the dehumanising aspect of being an asysgaker in the UK. A book he read as a teenager,
about a Catholic priest coping with solitary confinement under a Communishegdpad helped

him greatlyc illustrating the sharply isolating effect that asylum status can have on a person.
Churches, often absorbed in the practical side of immigration procedures, might also consider the
pastoral aspects of supporting traumatisedopée. One Catholic religious in Wales has developed
a ministry providing spiritual direction and retreats for asylum seekers. A social worker, dealing
mostly with migration issues, spoke at the same Welsh event how her faith was a factor in
encouraging heto engage in this demanding area of work. Like homelessness, work with asylum
seekers is one mission area where the churches are almost united in their wish to respond and
able to work very effectively together to address the issues. The church muststiain its laurels

in this, but the welcome given is in contrast to the often less supportive secular NGO"%ector

The large majority of the events giving evidence for this process had individual Christians of
minority ethnicities present: and at four giem presentations were made by people of minority
ethnicity }** One, CARUrban Network, was hosted by a Bldekl agency. One BMC church was
approached to take part, but did not have a suitable event for the rapporteurs to attend within the
timescale. Onef the places of informal listening was run by another BMC. This relative lack of
formal Black denominational engagement, and the absence of many new diaspora church voices is
regrettable, and sadly shows how integration with all strands of the churcla t@sg way to go,

and is not easy to achieve.

7. HIV/AIDS, church and mission

Does Christian mission bear some responsibility for the spread of the virus? How can
mission contribute to the struggle to stop the pandemic? What other forms chidlalth
call for particular attention from practitioners of Christian mission?

HIV/AIDS in the UK context is largely seen as being associated with sexual behaviour that the

church has problems wit samesex relationships and prostitutionor drug use. Few chunes

have ministries with sex workegsthe Assemblies of God, some of the independent charismatic
churches and Catholic missions tend to be the exceptions. Nothing was said about these matters

at the events, except those where the Commission VII Themes prgposefully examined. One

of the places of informal listening did have a workshop on healing ministry, and there is growing
interest in two models in the UK at present?| S+ f Ay3 2y (KS {GNBSGaAaQ FA
L'YONRYZ b LNBW2FREQP®YIRG WA S| dzAyEHY OKdIzZNOKSasI 6K
forms is often much more apparent, that tend to be in the lead on this.

102 AT-Urban Refreshment

103 Chloe Clements, Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office, talking of evidence from research undertaken by her
organisation. Private conversation with the author, August 2009.

104 UM Forum, AT-Urban Refreshment, LUTP December 2008, CARJ-Urban Network
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wSalLR2yRSyita ¢K2 f221SR 4 GKAa ¢KSYS |4 GKS a
to as churches heaht way we think [about]/view bodies,-llealth and sex in order to address
AdadzSa P KREf pPRERLIGIINE ' yAzy {02Gfl yRQa . S| dz
2009%included a workshop on the difficult issue of sedfrm'®’ by young people. This neled to

concur with the MCCN conclusion, and the facilitators said the churches can be very bad at
admitting that any of their members behave in this way. Having the attitude that Christians are
supposed to deal with their difficulties through faith anchper alone can make dealing with

mental illness and aberrant behaviours very difficult. The facilitators emphasised how important

dzy O2YyRAGAZ2Y I f f20S Aa Ay KStLAYy3 e&2dzy3d LIS2LI} S
2T WSadzaQ Sy @anhédveéddrchingeridphdsiS id his2ministry of love for one

another as being key to healing in such circumstalfeShe church must not emphasise the

harsh attitudes of the Old Testament teachings if true inner healing is to be f5und

The Urban Refrésnent day in Wales also addressed situations where healing was needed. The

group heard of ithealth faced by asylua SS1 SNARA YR G(GSSyl ISNBRS K2 W
02 LIS 6 AlK y 2 N¥hdvindglifecbrireliig proBlemis, i Bytnptom of mei ill-
KSIHfGKQ® Il LIA2YSSNRY3I &dzZlJLI2 NI INRBdzZL) LINR 2SO
alLlR21Sy lo2dzie LG Aa £SR o0& | NBIGANBR /FiK2tAO
group meditation, prayer and sharing personal gterin regular meetings, with no other objective
GKIFIy G2 tAaGSy O2yaARSNIGSte IyR LINI &@SNFdz t &
Y2UAQFGA2Yy 2F O2YLI aaizy F2N) 6K2aS adzZFFSNAy3
appreciation for all te good things of life received, by recalling that everyone no matter what they
KF&dS R2yS 2NJ SYRdzZNBR A& LINBOA2dza Ay D2RQa Se@
Ad / KNAadQa 26y FIFOSQd ¢KS &G 2 NBmigedradd/wliéng D 2 2
class background who died of cancer in spring 2009 with a great deal of media interest) was given
a4 'y SEIFIYLES 2F GKA&ADP {KS A& NBLR2NISR (2 KI @
Christ the Suffering ServantdurinGiNJ R@Ay 3 Rl &2aQd !'a GKS {GNBFY |
AAGAY3A 2F O2YF2NI Ay &dzOK OANDdzradl yoSa yR ¥
dzy RSNARUGI YRAY3 (GKFG GKS 1 SoNBg NRB2G 2F GKS 2N
UsingaWe aK g2NR WONRSaA2Q OK2ALAGFEAGE Ay Ada 0NZ
people as guests, and full members of humanity and ngpeesonalising them were key factors in
combating ill health. The guest should be sacred in our tradition throhglekample of Jesus who
alreéeaz WWL gl & I aid NdindsthGecNaslyol Bid tBiLtalthedeSst dddyitBeR Y S
2ySasz e2dz'RAR Al G2 YSo¢

S
R

105 MCCN Darlington

WSUS Scripture Uni on Coénferericel(S&hindee)dDBrelea, Bebryary 008 r As he s 6
107 This is the term used for the process whereby a person deliberate physical harms themselves on a repeated basis, by
cutting themselves, punching themselves, swallowing harmful objects/substances etc. with the intent to cause pain rather
than to kill themselves

108 SUS Dundee

109 SUS Dundee

110 Matthew 25:37 840, as used in AT- Urban Refreshment, Stream 3
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Conclusion

Many powerful examples of contextual urban mission were heard about through this listening
process.

The drawing of generalised conclusions is in many ways unhelpful however, because of the very
contextual nature of mission in urban conteXts Some were of small, innovative projects started

by a few Christians in a local church whose exampleddegifollowed in many other towns and

cities. Some were about the progress of well established mission organisations. Over and again the
rapporteurs heard about the joys of urban mission, but also how isolated and misunderstood its
complexities were by thenainstream denominations, often dominated by leaders from churches

in wealthier areas. What comes through all the events attended as part of this process, is that if

/| KNAaGQa YAaaArzy Aa G2 oS ¥FdA FAtft SBhhee GKS OK
generous and cooperative with each other. Churches must realise that our mission has been
inadequate in the past and so we must work prayerfully, aware of our disparate failings, in the

| 2f & {LIANARGQa a0NBy3IGKI { vanR bfaORASOE: Nérsoreadtiteld K S NJ
2SfakK S@Syild alARY WaS@OSNIf e2dzy3 LIS2LX S Ay 2dz
f SENYG G2 ¢2N) (¥ TBuickeS tNat are2ceniredl NidiSJesiisivdorngade the
statement about welcoming strangets YR (G KIF G f AG@S WSadzaQ adGl GSY¢
20KSNARX F2f{f26SNR 2F WSadza 2Nl y2G3x gAftf oS o068
they are based, inthis 0SSy G dzNB X | & | f gl @ad hdzNJ {&adveljdzSaiA
g2N] (23SGKSNJI 60SUGSNI F2NJ D2RQ& LIzZN1LJl2 aSakKQ

Further Work

Discussion of these Questions will form the cordesus in the Citg214™ March 2010.

A Study Pack basezh this Reportwill be sent to alattendeesto help them begin to explore the
Questions. At the Congress, we will spend the Saturday in separate Streams for each question. We
will hear from mission projects in Belfast and elsewhere in the UK who are already thinking and
doing work to prepare, we will share our thoughts, listen analyiogether to discern how God is
ALISIH1TAY3a (2 WSadzaQ F2tf26SNER Ay GKS dz2NBlFy | NB
The outcomes of that process will be incorporated into a further paper to be offered to
Edinburgh2010.

We welcome you to come and join us in this exploratioBeffast. More details and a booking
form in Appendix Two

111 A point made strongly by the UT Collective, and corroborated by John Ellis, an Anglican vicar who has served the East
Marsh Estate in Grimsby, NE Lincolnshire, for over 25 years. He has written simple, powerful discipleship materials for the
estate, which he says, would have to be re-written for the neighbouring estate, and any other, in order to speak into the local
circumstances. (Y&H UNM Network)

112 AT-Urban Refreshment, Stream 4

END
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Appendix 1

EFAC pre- Lambeth International Congress 2008
Urban Mission Workshop

Anglican Ten Commandments for Urban Mission

1. With over 50% of the world's population now living in cities, urban mission and
evangelism must be a top priority for the Anglican Communion.

2. Other issues we face as Anglicans must not divert us from urban mission and
evangelism as a top priority

3. The gospel of Jesus Christ that we proclaim as Anglicans in our cities must be good
news for the poor - if not, it is not the biblical gospel.

4. Seeking the welfare of our cities will involve Anglicans in incarnational holistic mission.

5. Loving our neighbours as ourselves in our cities will involve Anglicans , like the good
Samaritan, crossing boundaries of faith, culture and race.

6. Mission in our cities will involve Anglicans learning to listen and giving a voice to those
mainstream society wants to ignore particularly asylum seekers.

7. Anglicans are called by god to assist in building communities of justice, equitable
distribution of wealth and shalom in our cities.

8. Anglicans need to encourage the ministry of prophetic evangelism in our cities, in the
tradition of the Old Testament prophets and Jesus.

9. Anglicans must repent of the sins of proclaiming a truncated, privatized gospel in our
cities built on selected texts and not taking the whole of the biblical revelation
seriously.

10. Anglicans are called upon to exercise a fierce commitment to staying in their urban
communities, contributing to the flourishing of their cities and raising indigenous
leadership.

We invite the Anglican Urban Network, the Evangelical Coalition for Urban Mission and the
UK Urban Congress executive to refine and comment on these ten commandments.
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Jesus in the City 2010

Be encowraged, inspired, challenged and informed

Jesuz i the Gy 2070 iz a place whare enyons with 2 passion o Ive, work and share the
good newE of Jesus in uiban aees can come to mest togsther.

Come and gather in Balfest with people from acmes the UK for 3 days to share esperisnces,
worship togsther, talk together and meet with and hear from specialists in your arsa of
rministry.

The aim of JTCA3T0 is for you to retumn informed, challenged, encoursged and nepired 1o
your place of b=longing.

Throughout the weskend you wil spend tima in a Siream related to your speckic area of
miniztry. In thiz Siream you sl mest with othars from scroes the LK in similar situstions and
hear from eps=cialists from acroses the LUK sbout what God = eaying to them. You will have
time to chew owver the complex issuss sumounding wour area of ministry, pray for each cther,
develop new etreteqgiss for your work, hear sbout new opportunities and re=curces and visit &
Beffast pmject. You wil alo have a chenca to hear from the other Streama in the main
celebmatiora and mest with other delegates during netwaorking times.

Crganisetions sanding Specielsts to ATC20T0 include, UMLOCK, Housing Juetice, Methodist
City Centre Metwork, Catholic Associstion for Racial Justice, Strest Pastors, Frontisr Youth
Trust, Urban Vision, Eden Metewark snd many more.

NTC2010 s linked to the Word Mission Conferance in Ednburgh in 2040, W wil ba
EMENeTg big mission questions sbout *Christian Communities in Corempory Conitaxts’
from cur practical urben perepective. Our eflections wil be fed onto the world stags through
Edinburgh 20410,

Reguerupdates and more info at waeajitc.org.uk

MUSIC FROM THE ERU
Join with Dundee band The Bru to write .

words/songs that communicate the*wﬂrd from the

only £109 oF £99 if you book before 31/12/09
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Stream information

For NTC2070 you will choose one of 2aven Straame reflecting differert arsas of urbean
ministry to participats in. Esch Stream wil vizit a local Belisst project, hear from epecialist
spaakars working in that field and sperd time &3 a group discussing the key issues affecting
that area of mission todey.

The savan Streams arar

1. Growing Christians in tough communitias
Looking st the theme of 'Powerty, suffering and margiralissd communiise and the
challenge that it pre=ants to Ghurch', snd s=eking answers o the question ‘How do
adjectives of Chrietisn commurity such es discipling, healng, witnessing, contexius
bacome lived meities in today's word?”

2. Chureh in the city centre

Looking &t the theme of 'Globdisation snd the mproduction of hisranchies', and 2esking
anzwers to the question "What iz irwolved in being the church in the ciies and megse-cities
of todey?

3. Christians as agents for justice and reconciliation
Looking at the theme of 'Christianity and socio-poliical action’, and eseking snewers to
the question 'How can the local church be an sgent of the kingdom of God and & sounce
of heding and reconcilation?'

4. ldentity and urban ehurch
Looking &t the theme of 'ldentity, gender and possr', and sssking erewers to the
ouestion "'What i the true identity (the "cora OMAT) of the church’? How does it maniiest
ita=lf in different denominatiora and cultures?

5. Ethnicity and urban church
Looking &t the theme of The imterface of migretion, diespora and ethnicity, and sssking
anawers to the question ‘Ethnicity — homogencus andfor multi-sthnic chureh?

6. Mission across culture
Looking st the theme of 'Fewvarse mizsion dynamice’, and =asking arewers to the question

“What iz Church life lilke in disspora cormmurities (.. thoes communities of peaple who
hewe mowved out from their own country]?'

T. Healing in our cities

Looking st the theme of 'lll heakh, HIVYAICS, church and mission’, and sesking an=wers to
the question "What forms of ill-health call for particular attention from practiticners of
Christian migsion?”



Friday 12th March
9.30am Registration opens,
information stand opan

10.30am  Belfast crientation

1.00pm Lurch break

2.30pm Opaning Celebration

4.30pm Introduction to
Edinburgh 2010

6.30pm Evening maal braak

8.00pm Structurad Matworking
Space

Meals can be pre-ordered through the Congrass Catarars of can be bought ocally.

Save £5 by booking online at WWW.Jitc.org.uk

Saturday 13th March

9.230am Moming Worship
10.30am  Site Visits and Streams
6.00pm Evening maal braak

T A5pm Evening Celabration

Sunday 14th March

0.30am Worship & raflocticn
10.00am  Streams

11.30am  Commissioning Service
1.00pm Optional Lunch braak

Booking your place at
Jesus in the City

“fioua can eikher fill in this form and retum it by post or book onine by credit or debit cand (sewe
ES at weerw tc.omg.ukibookings) .

The Attendarce Fes per person includes: the Congress information pack; admission to all
Ciongress events snd wisits; and two nights hospitality accommodation in Belizst. Meds ans
not included, and can either be bocked in advancs to eat at the Congress or bought locally.
Thers are decounis avaiable — s=s the booking form below. If you book bsfors 313t Dec
X004 an early booking discount wil deo apply. You can deo voluntser to be a Steward in
returm for a £30 place.

Ta help ensure thet finance does not prevent anmyone from atbending, & numiber of bursanss
&and trawel ganta are available, please emal infol@jtc.omg.uk or tel: 028 90747114 for

miora deteilz. A group booking decount i2 e avalable to groups langer than 4 peopla.
Travel: Beifast & ssrved by two arports [City and Intermational both offering flights to a rengs
af UK sirporta. Fightz can be very cheap | booked sarly 50 please book your flights as
soon 83 possible to ensure the best poasible price.

D | wecudd likee a gmoup booking form

Tt First rama:
Sumarme: [ 1 wouid ke information on burssriss or
Aiidruss: travel agents

D | weoudd be imterested in becoming a

Fostooda Steward (behind the scanes help with
edrrinistration, stessrding stc) in rstum
Tisprong for 8 £30 place. Pleass sand detsils.
Emaill:
b Ao : If wour tick ore of thees boses wou will

recaiwe a apacial application form; do not
Crgerisaion Reprasamsd (F any: s=nd any monsy at this point.

Basic Congress fee per person: £108 [or £104 for online booking) |

D g (rchucing shuckeds| deduct 240
| |nmwagmmmwmmm

D H oking berore 1 8t Decsmbar dedudt £10

] na

Total FuaPa]nzﬂa i nirmum £30)
[ 1 am pavig & non-roburciatis £30 depratt now [Balance cus 12t Fob S0MC)
[ 1.am payirg tha tofol now, Inchading 230 depast.

Fleasa maks cheques payable bo Lissus i tha Oy and wiiks your rama and postal acdness on e back.
IRt b c=okireg Tormres to:
JITC Administration, oo 174 Trust, Duncalm Comple, Duncakm Avenus, Baltast ET14 8BF

Crasimight sccommodeton Is prodded bt Chrisiars in thalr homes. F wizh o moks [ 34 AmAngemants, plassa
visk wewrs gotobednst com. Tha conforarca |5 In The Batast 14 Fu



